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COMPASS GROUP UK & IRELAND – RISK ASSESSMENT


	Ref: CLN 16
	Task/Activity: Stripping & Changing Beds
	Assessment date:

	Unit No: 
	Unit name/location: 
	Assessed by:

	Hazard
	Safety Risk
	Safe System of Work / Control Measures

	Manual handling

Sharps 

Contact with bodily fluids

Cleaning products

Bed raising and lowering
	Back and muscle strain, loss of balance causing injury

Puncture wounds

Infections

Irritation to skin and eyes

Impact and crushing injuries
	· Staff to be trained in the correct method of carrying out the task, including personal hygiene and infection control procedures and the use of the bed raising and lowering devices.

· Mattresses to be turned over by two people. This activity must be co-ordinated. Bed making involves stooping and leaning forward and it is important to maintain balance and avoid tripping over loose corners, overhanging duvets etc.

· Gloves must be worn when removing soiled linen from a bed. Where rubber gloves are worn, the gloved hands must be washed and dried after completing the task. Where rubber gloves or disposable gloves are worn, the bare hands must also be washed and dried after their removal.

· Use only the designated cleaning product for the task being carried out and only from the approved clearly labelled containers. Never mix cleaning products together. Never leave cleaning products unattended. Store safely after use. Implement the safety precautions in the COSHH Product Assessments

· Implement the Safe System of Work/Control Measures in the Avoidance of Needlestick Injury, Ref. COM 01, Spillage of Bodily Fluids, Ref. MAN 18 Risk Assessments and manual handling safety precautions when carrying or transporting equipment.



	Who may be affected by the task/activity?

(Tick all applicable boxes)
	
	

	Compass employees/Agency staff
	
	
	

	Customers / Client staff
	
	
	

	Visitors / Members of the Public
	
	
	

	Maintenance personnel
	
	
	

	Delivery personnel
	
	
	

	Other (specify below)


	
	
	

	IMPORTANT - This risk assessment should be reviewed every 3 years, or whenever there is a significant change in the task or activity and following any accident or incident involving this task or activity. This risk assessment must be retained for a period of 6 years.
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