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COMPASS GROUP UK & IRELAND – RISK ASSESSMENT


	Ref. CAT 29
	Task/Activity: Use of Highchairs
	Assessment date:

	Unit No:
	Unit name/location:
	Assessed by:

	Hazard
	Safety Risk
	Safe System of Work / Control Measures

	Collapsing chair

Missing or defective child restraints

“Pinch points” and “nips”

Damaged surfaces

Hot food and liquids
	Falls from a height giving rise to cuts, bruising, broken bones

Cuts and lacerations

Burns and scalds
	· Highchairs to be of sound construction, able to support the weight of the child, easily cleanable and without “pinch points” or “nips” if the highchair is of a folding type

· Follow manufacturer’s user instructions, where these are available

· Ensure that the floor area at the base of the highchair is level, clear of obstructions and that the feet are securely on the floor. 

· Highchairs to be fitted with a restraint to prevent the child slipping out beneath the tray e.g. crutch strap

· Highchairs may be fitted with points to attach a restraint/harness to prevent the child standing upright and falling out or overbalancing the chair. The parent or guardian should be advised to use these to attach their own child restraint/harness to the chair.

· The parent or guardian should be advised verbally and/or by the use of clearly legible signage that they are responsible for placing the child into the highchair correctly, for ensuring that the child remains seated and is not left unsupervised.

· Spillages must be cleaned up as soon as practicable to reduce the risk of slipping accidents.

· Where appropriate, refer to the Safe System of Work/Control Measures in the Baby Food and Bottle Warming Risk Assessment, Ref: CAT 01


	Who may be affected by the task/activity?

(Tick all applicable boxes)
	
	

	Compass employees/Agency staff
	
	
	

	Customers / Client staff
	
	
	

	Visitors / Members of the Public
	
	
	

	Maintenance personnel
	
	
	

	Delivery personnel
	
	
	

	Other (specify below)


	
	
	

	IMPORTANT - This risk assessment should be reviewed every 3 years, or whenever there is a significant change in the task or activity and following any accident or incident involving this task or activity. This risk assessment must be retained for a period of 6 years.
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