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COMPASS GROUP UK & IRELAND – RISK ASSESSMENT


	Ref. COM 18
	Task/Activity: Use of Waste Compactors
	Assessment date:

	Unit No:
	Unit name/location:
	Assessed by:

	Hazard
	Safety Risk
	Safe System of Work / Control Measures

	Trapping

Entanglement

Electrical Hazards

Manual handling

Waste Compactors used in this site are:


	Cuts

Crushing injuries

Amputation of hands/fingers

Electric shocks

Back and muscle strain
	· Equipment only to be used and cleaned by trained persons who are 18 years of age or over.
· Compactors to be used, cleaned and maintained in accordance with manufacturer's guidance where available

· Equipment to be fitted with all necessary guards and safety interlocks, which must be in good working order

· All operating switches to be conveniently accessible to the user

· Only waste items for which the compactor is designed to compress are to be placed into the machine, e.g. no aerosol cans or other pressurised containers.

· A sign to be displayed adjacent to the machine and in view of the operator stating “Unauthorised persons not to use this machine”.
· Waste compactors to be isolated from the power supply before cleaning and before attempting to remove any obstruction.

· The area around the waste compactor to be maintained in a clean and tidy condition. 

· Implement the Safe System of Work/Control Measures in Disposal of General Waste, Ref. COM 06 and Electrical Safety, Ref. MAN 05 Risk Assessments, including an annual PAT test, if appropriate.

· Implement the manual handling safety precautions. 




	Who may be affected by the task/activity?

(Tick all applicable boxes)
	
	

	Compass employees/Agency staff
	
	
	

	Customers / Client staff
	
	
	

	Visitors / Members of the Public
	
	
	

	Maintenance personnel
	
	
	

	Delivery personnel
	
	
	

	Other (specify below)


	
	
	

	IMPORTANT - This risk assessment should be reviewed every 3 years, or whenever there is a significant change in the task or activity and following any accident or incident involving this task or activity. This risk assessment must be retained for a period of 6 years.
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  FOLLOW RULES - SPEAK OUT - BE MINDFUL - GET INVOLVED

