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COMPASS GROUP UK & IRELAND – RISK ASSESSMENT


	Ref. CAT 23
	Task/Activity: Exposure to Flour Dust
	Assessment date:

	Unit No:
	Unit name/location:
	Assessed by:

	Hazard
	Safety Risk
	Safe System of Work / Control Measures

	Flour dust
	Rhinitis

Occupational asthma

Nose and eye irritation

Bronchitis


	· Retain flour in original bags after opening and contain in a lidded storage bin. Do not decant from the original bag.

· When disposing of empty bags, first fold the bag over at the top and at the base. Do not empty residues from the bag.

· Transfer flour to the mixing bowl at the storage area to minimise spillage

· Always use a scoop when transferring flour from the bag

· Ensure that the mixing bowl is not over-filled. Reduce the amount of bakery production in a single batch to avoid over-filling

· Use a mechanical mixer when mixing dry ingredients. Avoid mixing by hand wherever practicable

· Avoid surface dusting where practicable. If unavoidable, use a sprinkler or dredger rather than hand throwing

· Where practicable, use a vacuum cleaner with a disposable collection bag to collect large spillages. Avoid dry sweeping

· When exposure to airborne flour dust is unavoidable, wear a disposable respirator rated to FFP2 standard.

· If the symptoms associated with occupational asthma are experienced, the Site Manager must inform their Line Manager and/or Human Resources Manager. (Refer to the HSE Department Guidance document ‘Occupational Asthma’ in the Occupational Health section of the HSE Management System in the Compass Intranet)




	Who may be affected by the task/activity?

(Tick all applicable boxes)
	
	

	Compass employees/Agency staff
	
	
	

	Customers / Client staff
	
	
	

	Visitors / Members of the Public
	
	
	

	Maintenance personnel
	
	
	

	Delivery personnel
	
	
	

	Other (specify below)


	
	
	

	IMPORTANT - This risk assessment should be reviewed every 3 years, or whenever there is a significant change in the task or activity and following any accident or incident involving this task or activity. This risk assessment must be retained for a period of 6 years.
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