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COMPASS GROUP UK & IRELAND – RISK ASSESSMENT


	Ref. CAT 01
	Task/Activity: Baby Food and Baby Bottle Warming (Page 1 of 2)
	Assessment date:

	Unit No:
	Unit name/location:
	Assessed by:

	Hazard
	Safety Risk
	Safe System of Work / Control Measures

	Heating baby food and/or baby bottles 

Hot food and liquids

Electrical hazards

Spillages

Type of baby food warmers in use in this site are:

Type of baby bottle warmers in use in this site are:


	Burns and scalds 

Shock and burns from electrically heated warmers

Slips and falls from spillages


	General Safety Measures

· Where baby food warmers and bottle warmers are used, only proprietary equipment that is designed for this purpose must be used.

· Drinks in baby bottles must only be heated in a baby bottle warmer - not in a microwave oven

· Manufacturer's instructions on the use and cleaning of baby food warmers and baby bottle warmers must be followed. 

· Baby food warmer and baby bottle warmer components must be complete, particularly with regard to water-jacket stoppers, correctly sized beakers and lids etc, and maintained in good condition.

· Where hot water is used in the food warmer or bottle warmer, care must be taken to ensure that the container or reservoir is filled to the correct level to avoid an overflow of hot water when the bottle or food container is placed into it. Any stoppers or retaining screw tops must be securely in place to avoid leakage. 

· Electrical baby food warmers and bottle warmers must undergo electrical Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) on an annual basis where appropriate, which must be carried out by a competent person. In addition employees must also visually check the equipment before it is used to ensure that all wiring and plugs are secure and free from signs of damage.

· Spillages must be cleaned up without delay to reduce the risk of slipping accidents.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

	Who may be affected by the task/activity?

(Tick all applicable boxes)
	
	

	Compass employees/Agency staff
	
	
	

	Customers / Client staff
	
	
	

	Visitors / Members of the Public
	
	
	

	Maintenance personnel
	
	
	

	Delivery personnel
	
	
	

	Other (specify below)


	
	
	

	IMPORTANT - This risk assessment should be reviewed every 3 years, or whenever there is a significant change in the task or activity and following any accident or incident involving this task or activity. This risk assessment must be retained for a period of 6 years.


	Ref. CAT 01 
	Task/Activity: Baby Food and Baby Bottle Warming (Page 2 of 2)

	Hazard
	Safety Risk
	Safe System of Work / Control Measures

	
	
	Baby Food Warming and Baby Bottle Warming by Customers

· Baby food provided by customers may be heated using a proprietary baby food warmer or by using a microwave oven.

· Baby bottles may only be heated using a proprietary baby bottle warmer.
· Do not use microwave ovens for warming baby bottles.

· Customers using the baby food warming or baby bottle warming equipment must be given verbal or written instructions on its correct use and to place the warmer onto a firm level surface away from children and other persons who may cause it to fall over. 
· Where microwave ovens are provided for customers to use to reheat baby food the Customer Notice “Baby Food Warming” must be displayed next to the microwave oven.
Baby Food Warming and Baby Bottle Warming by the Catering Team
· Always follow the heating instructions on the product label.

· Baby food and baby milk or drinks must not be overheated. They only require to be slightly warmed to be a comfortable temperature for the baby.  

· If the label indicates that the product is suitable for microwave heating, extreme care must be taken not to overheat the food.

· When using a microwave oven to warm baby food, ensure:
· Extreme care to be taken not to overheat baby food 

· Only reheat baby food a short time then stir the food, checking that it is at the desired temperature for the baby. If further heating is required repeat the process until the desired temperature is reached.

· Do not place metal items such as spoons, lids etc into the microwave oven.

· Follow baby food manufacturer’s heating instructions where provided.  

· Drinks in baby bottles must not be heated in a microwave oven.

· The parent or guardian must be advised that they are responsible for checking that the baby food or drink is at the correct temperature before feeding the baby.
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