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COMPASS GROUP UK & IRELAND – RISK ASSESSMENT


	Ref. COM 11
	Task/Activity: Use of Step Stools (Page 1 of 2)
	Assessment date:

	Unit No:
	Unit name/location:
	Assessed by:

	Hazard
	Safety Risk
	Safe System of Work / Control Measures

	Falling from height

Falling objects

Manual handling


	Bruising
Bone fractures

Concussion
Flesh wounds
Slips and Falls

Back and muscle strain


	A step stool may only be used if:

· There is no suitable safer alternative means to access the task
· The work task is of short duration
· It is used for light work where a maximum load of 10kg is carried
· Employees have been trained in the correct selection, positioning and safe use, including the carrying out of safety checks before use
· A visual check has been made by the user to ensure that the step stool is in a satisfactory condition
Step stool selection:

· Must be of a suitable size for the task.

· Must be suitable for the surface conditions on which it will be used, e.g. suitable for use on smooth surfaces or floor tiles
· Must have a sound slip resistant grip to the step surface

Positioning of step stool:

· Position on a firm level surface, free from loose materials, spillages and obstructions
· Position where it is not at risk of being pushed or knocked by other hazards, e.g. opening doors. If necessary, secure doors or have a person stand guard during the task. If necessary erect suitably located warning signs/barriers as appropriate to warn or prevent unauthorised access when in use

· Position the step stool to face the work



	Who may be affected by the task/activity?

(Tick all applicable boxes)
	
	

	Compass employees/Agency staff
	
	
	

	Customers / Client staff
	
	
	

	Visitors / Members of the Public
	
	
	

	Maintenance personnel
	
	
	

	Delivery personnel
	
	
	

	Other (specify below)


	
	
	

	IMPORTANT - This risk assessment should be reviewed every 3 years, or whenever there is a significant change in the task or activity and following any accident or incident involving this task or activity. This risk assessment must be retained for a period of 6 years.
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	Hazard
	Safety Risk
	Safe System Of Work / Control Measures

	Falling from height

Falling objects

Manual handling


	Bruising, 

Bone fractures, 

Concussion, 

Flesh wounds.

Slips and Falls

Back and muscle strain


	Safe use of step stools

· The user must check that step stool is in good condition before use
· If it is found to be defective it must not be used and the fault must be immediately reported to the manager or supervisor
· Never overreach when working on a step stool
· Do not attempt to lift an object that is beyond personal capability
· The user must face the step stool at all times when standing on and off it
· Stand on the step with both feet firmly in contact with the step surface

· Always wear suitable clean footwear with a good sole grip and a low heel
· After use, return it to a secure place of storage
· Do not leave it in the work area or any other place where it may present a tripping hazard



HSE/RA/039/01
    
 FOLLOW RULES - SPEAK OUT - BE MINDFUL - GET INVOLVED

