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COMPASS GROUP UK & IRELAND – RISK ASSESSMENT


	Ref. Com 12
	Task/Activity: Storage and Use of Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) in Cylinders (Page 1 of 2)
	Assessment date:

	Unit No:
	Unit name/location:
	Assessed by:

	Hazard
	Safety Risk
	Safe System of Work / Control Measures

	LPG leakage from damaged or insecure cylinder valves and pipe connections

Uncontrolled ignition of LPG by nearby sources of ignition or heat

Falling LPG cylinders

Manual handling
	Fire and Explosion

Asphyxiation

Ice or cold burns to skin

Impact and crushing injuries

Back and muscle strain


	General Safety Measures

· LPG cylinders and connections to be maintained in good working order by competent persons at regular specified intervals.

· Employees must be trained to follow the operating instructions and emergency procedures before handling and using LPG in cylinders. 

· Vehicles (except LGP delivery vehicles), electrical equipment, bonfires or other sources of ignition must not be allowed near LPG cylinders. The only exceptions are items of equipment purpose-designed for use with LPG, e.g. gas fired barbecues.

· Pipework or flexible hoses from cylinders to the point of use must be protected from accidental damage and be properly supported. Where underground pipework is installed, its location and route must be known and nothing should be permitted to be put into the ground, which may damage the pipework.

· In the event of any equipment failure or damage, the LPG cylinder and installation must not be used. It must be reported to the LPG supplier without delay and rectified before the LPG can be put back into use.

· A “No Smoking” sign must be clearly displayed outside the designated storage area.

· In the event of an LPG fire, call the Fire Brigade and evacuate the area. Do not attempt to extinguish the fire.
· Suitable trolleys or sack trucks should be used to avoid manual handling of large capacity cylinders.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

	Who may be affected by the task/activity?

(Tick all applicable boxes)
	
	

	Compass employees/Agency staff
	
	
	

	Customers / Client staff
	
	
	

	Visitors / Members of the Public
	
	
	

	Maintenance personnel
	
	
	

	Delivery personnel
	
	
	

	Other (specify below)


	
	
	

	IMPORTANT - This risk assessment should be reviewed every 3 years, or whenever there is a significant change in the task or activity and following any accident or incident involving this task or activity. This risk assessment must be retained for a period of 6 years.


	Ref. Com 12
	Task/Activity: Storage and Use of Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) in Cylinders (Page 2 of 2)

	Hazard
	Safety Risk
	Safe System Of Work / Control Measures

	
	
	Storage of LPG in cylinders inside buildings
· Storing LPG inside buildings should be avoided wherever possible.

· If it is necessary to store LPG inside buildings the following will apply:

· LPG must not be stored in cellars or below ground level, near drains, in passageways, on stairs or near fire exits.

· A designated storage area must be provided which is at least 1.5 metres away from sources of ignition and combustible materials. 

· The designated storage area must provide good ventilation at high and low levels to prevent any build up of gas in the event of a leak.

·  A MAXIMUM quantity of 70kgs of LPG may be stored inside buildings provided that there are no more than 5 cylinders of between 3kg and 20kg capacity or no more than 20 cylinders of less than 3kg capacity.

· In buildings with living accommodation a MAXIMUM quantity of 15kgs may be stored unless the separation between living accommodation and storage has 60 minutes fire resistance partition, in which case the 70kg limit above will apply.
Storage of LPG in cylinders outside buildings

· LPG cylinders that are not part of fixed installations must be stored in a well-ventilated place, preferably outside, in an upright position; and secured to prevent anyone tampering with them and to prevent them falling over. 

· The area around LPG cylinders must be kept clear of combustible materials. Weeds and grass should be cut down and chlorate based weed killers should not be used because they can be a fire hazard.

· LPG cylinders must be located outside in a secure place, at least 2 metres away from drains, gullies and openings to cellars and other areas below ground level. 

· A MAXIMUM quantity of 400kgs of LPG can be stored at least 1 metre away from buildings, boundaries or fixed ignition sources. 

· Between 400kgs and 1000kgs must be stored at least 3 metres away from buildings, boundaries or fixed ignition sources. 

· Between 1000kgs and 4000kgs must be stored at least 4 metres away from buildings, boundaries or fixed ignition sources.

· If the buildings, boundaries or fixed ignition sources are protected by a firewall, up to 400kgs of LPG may be stored at less than 1 metre distance; and between 400kgs and 4000kgs may be stored at least 1 metre distance.
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FOLLOW RULES - SPEAK OUT - BE MINDFUL - GET INVOLVED

