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COMPASS GROUP UK & IRELAND – RISK ASSESSMENT


	Ref: POR 02
	Task/Activity: Handling Clinical and Special Waste
	Assessment date:

	Unit No: 
	Unit name/location:
	Assessed by:

	Hazard
	Safety Risk
	Safe System of Work / Control Measures

	Manual handling

Contact with body parts, fluids and tissues, drugs, swabs, dressings, syringes or other sharp instruments

Spillages/leakages

Refuse bags left in walkways
	Back and muscle strain

Infection

Slips, trips and falls
	· Clinical/Special waste to be handled only by trained staff 

· Staff that handle clinical waste to be fully informed of the hazards and risks associated with the task, offered HBV vaccination and a record to be retained on staff personnel files. Local Client policies and procedures should be followed.

· Suitable personal protective equipment to be worn when handling clinical/special waste sacks e.g. heavy-duty rubber gloves and stout footwear.

· Clinical/special waste sacks to be correctly tagged before removal from point of use.

· Clinical/special refuse bags to be checked for sharp protrusions, e.g. needles, before lifting. When carrying, hold the bag well away from body and legs using the neck of the bag as the carrying handle. 

· Do not leave bags where others may trip over or interfere with them.

· Spillages/leakages of clinical waste to be cleaned up as they occur using the correct cleaning method, e.g. spillage kit.

· Wherever reasonably practicable, sacks of clinical/special waste to be transported in cages, on trolleys etc. rather than being carried manually

· Clinical/special waste sacks only to be deposited in the correct bulk refuse container

· Clinical/Special waste storage areas should be well lit, totally enclosed and secure from entry by animals and free from rodent infestations. A mains water supply with a hosepipe should be provided for effective wash down, with suitably drained hard standing. Local hand washing facilities should be provided for employees. Materials for dealing with spillages should be held near the storage area. 

· The discovery of discarded needles in clinical/special waste sacks to be reported to the Client for action. Needles to be removed from the waste sack using tongs and deposited into a sharps box

· Where the removal and/or management of clinical/special and other waste is the responsibility of the Company to arrange, this must be done in accordance with all legislative requirements in force at the time. Further details can be obtained from the Head of Environment.

· Implement the Safe System of Work/Control Measures in the Avoidance of Needlestick Injury, Ref. COM 01, Trolleys, Sack Trucks etc, Ref. COM 13, Spillage of Bodily Fluids, Ref. MAN 18 Risk Assessments and manual handling safety precautions.                                                                              









	Who may be affected by the task/activity?

(Tick all applicable boxes)
	
	

	Compass employees/Agency staff
	
	
	

	Customers / Client staff
	
	
	

	Visitors / Members of the Public
	
	
	

	Maintenance personnel
	
	
	

	Delivery personnel
	
	
	

	Other (specify below)


	
	
	

	IMPORTANT - This risk assessment should be reviewed every 3 years, or whenever there is a significant change in the task or activity and following any accident or incident involving this task or activity. This risk assessment must be retained for a period of 6 years.
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