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COMPASS GROUP UK & IRELAND – RISK ASSESSMENT


	Ref. CAT 06
	Task/Activity: Use of Gas Blowtorch (for caramelising/searing/browning purposes)
	Assessment date:

	Unit No:
	Unit name/location:
	Assessed by:

	Hazard
	Safety Risk
	Safe System of Work / Control Measures

	Leakage of gas due to poorly fitting canister, canister damage or inadvertent flame extinguishing.

Hot equipment and flame, hot food

Overheating of gas canister
Blowtorches used in this site are:
	Explosion and fire 

Burns and traumatic injuries due to fire and explosion and contact with hot parts of the blowtorch, the flame and hot food

Damage to property.

Explosion due to overheating of the gas canister.

Accidental ignition of flammable materials during use.
	· Blowtorch only to be used by trained employees.

· Blowtorch must be assembled and used in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions where available. This may include:

· Hold the blowtorch in an upright position when lighting it.

· Ensure that you are ready to light the flame as soon as the gas is turned on.

· Use the blowtorch in a well-ventilated area.

· Use the blowtorch away from flammable materials.

· Always hold the blowtorch by the handle.

· Ensure that food being seared is placed on a non-flammable surface e.g. a metal tray. 

· Do not hold the container of food being seared in your hand.

· Ensure that the food being seared is away from any flammable material. 

· Never put the blowtorch down on or near to a hot surface or ignition source.

· Always put the blowtorch down on a level surface.

· Never leave the blowtorch unattended when lit.

· Always fit or change gas cartridges or refill the gas chamber in a well ventilated area away from any naked flames or where practicable outside in the open air 

· Never use the blowtorch if it is leaking gas or malfunctioning. 

Do not use the blowtorch for prolonged periods – turn it off after 30 minutes and allow it to cool before relighting it.

Do not use the blowtorch to light ovens, grills etc.

After use, ensure that the gas control knob is fully turned off.

After use, allow the hot parts to cool and then store immediately in a secure, well-ventilated place below 50°C, out of direct sunlight and at least one metre away from any flammable materials and ignition sources. 

· Blowtorches with removable gas canisters should have the canister removed prior to storage to reduce the risk of leakage.

· Never attempt to repair or modify the blowtorch

	Who may be affected by the task/activity?

(Tick all applicable boxes)
	
	

	Compass employees/Agency staff
	
	
	

	Customers / Client staff
	
	
	

	Visitors / Members of the Public
	
	
	

	Maintenance personnel
	
	
	

	Delivery personnel
	
	
	

	Other (specify below)


	
	
	

	IMPORTANT - This risk assessment should be reviewed every 3 years, or whenever there is a significant change in the task or activity and following any accident or incident involving this task or activity. This risk assessment must be retained for a period of 6 years.
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