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COMPASS GROUP UK & IRELAND – RISK ASSESSMENT


	Ref. CLN 12
	Task/Activity: Laundry Duties
	Assessment date:

	Unit No: 
	Unit name/location: 
	Assessed by:

	Hazard
	Safety Risk
	Safe System of Work / Control Measures

	Manual handling

Contact with bodily fluids

Contact with sharps (needles, scalpel blades)

Chemicals/Cleaning products

Lint and dust

Heat and humidity

Wet slippery floor surfaces

Trailing cables

Laundry bags left in walkways
	Back and muscle strain

Infection

Cuts and puncture wounds

Irritation to skin and eyes

Fire. 

Respiratory sensitisation

Heat stress and fatigue

Slips, trips and falls
	· Laundry duties only to be carried out by trained staff

· Laundry equipment only to be dismantled and cleaned by trained staff over the age of 18 years

· Staff that work in laundries to be fully informed of the hazards & risks associated with handling soiled laundry, offered HBV vaccination and a record to be retained on staff personnel files. Local Client policies and procedures should be implemented.

· Appropriate personal protective equipment to be worn when handling potentially contaminated laundry e.g. disposable gloves and aprons.

· Equipment to be maintained by competent persons and in accordance with manufacturer’s guidance, where available

· Equipment-specific risk assessments to be completed for all laundry equipment e.g. washing machines, driers, irons, presses as appropriate to the laundry operation using the Blank Risk Assessment Form

· The manual handling of bags of laundry should be avoided wherever possible by using trolleys or cages where provided

· Clean and dirty laundry must be stored separately so as to avoid risks of cross-contamination

· Dirty laundry to be handled carefully as needles and scalpel blades may be present.

· Ensure no strain is placed on any electrical cables and connections. 

· Electric irons not to be left unattended when switched on or hot.

· Do not allow trailing leads from electrical appliances to become tripping hazards.

· Laundry must not be permitted to accumulate in walkways or fire exits

· Tumble drier vents, filters and dead spaces to be regularly cleaned of dust and lint 

· Laundry area to be provided with suitable extract and input ventilation to maintain a reasonably comfortable working environment

· Floor surfaces to be kept dry by cleaning spillages as they occur.

· If symptoms associated with respiratory sensitisation are experienced, the Site Manager must obtain a Health Surveillance Questionnaire from the Human Resources Dept for completion by the person affected.

· Implement the Safe System of Work/Control Measures in the Electrical Safety Risk Assessment, Ref. MAN 05, including regular PAT safety testing, Avoidance of Needlestick Injury, Ref. COM 01, Roll Cages, Ref. COM 09, Spillage of Bodily Fluids, Ref. MAN 18 Risk Assessments, COSHH Product Assessments and manual handling safety precautions.                                            

	Who may be affected by the task/activity?

(Tick all applicable boxes)
	
	

	Compass employees/Agency staff
	
	
	

	Customers / Client staff
	
	
	

	Visitors / Members of the Public
	
	
	

	Maintenance personnel
	
	
	

	Delivery personnel
	
	
	

	Other (specify below)
	
	
	

	IMPORTANT - This risk assessment should be reviewed every 3 years, or whenever there is a significant change in the task or activity and following any accident or incident involving this task or activity. This risk assessment must be retained for a period of 6 years.
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