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COMPASS GROUP UK & IRELAND – RISK ASSESSMENT


	Ref. POR 05
	Task/Activity: Mortuary Duties
	Assessment date:

	Unit No: 
	Unit name/location: 
	Assessed by:

	Hazard
	Safety Risk
	Safe System of Work / Control Measures

	Manual handling

Contact with infected bodies, body parts, body fluids and specimens 

Contact with air-borne infectious agents

Wet floors

Cleaning products
	Back and muscle strain

Infections

Slips and falls

Irritation to skin and eyes
	· Staff that work in mortuaries to be fully informed of the hazards & risks associated with the job and offered HBV vaccination. Tuberculin testing, tetanus and other immunisations may be appropriate. Please carry out in accordance with Client policy. 

· Accurate health records to be kept for all mortuary staff with more detailed records kept for those who may be regularly exposed to a high risk of infection. The method of monitoring must be decided locally in conjunction with the Client. 
· Trained staff only to work in a mortuary. This to include personal hygiene, manual handling and the preparation of bodies for viewing. Where staff are required to provide assistance at post mortems, training regarding the hazards and risks must be provided by the Client.

· Appropriate protective clothing, including slip-resistant waterproof footwear must be worn before entering the mortuary, in line with local policy.

· Mortuary trolleys to be visually inspected before use and any that are damaged or defective to be removed from use until properly repaired by a competent person

· Mechanical aids to be used wherever reasonably practicable to move bodies. Where this is not practicable, the task must be completed by 2 or more persons

· Cleaning equipment should be designated for mortuary use only, with COSHH procedures implemented when handling chemicals.

· Use only the designated cleaning product for the task being carried out and only from the approved clearly labelled containers. Never mix cleaning products together. Never leave cleaning products unattended and store safely after use.

· Suitable PPE must be worn in accordance with COSHH Product Assessments. Use PPE at all times. If damaged or mislaid report it to your manager.
· All waste must be bagged as clinical waste  and disposed of through the clinical waste system

· Infectious bodies will be sealed in a body bag and labelled by the medical staff at ward level. Body bags labelled as infectious should never be opened.
· Implement the Safe System of Work/Control Measures in the Avoidance of Needlestick Injury, Ref. com 01, Clinical & Special Waste, Ref. No: POR 02, Spillage of Bodily Fluids, Ref. MAN 18, Risk Assessments and manual handling safety precautions.                               

 

	Who may be affected by the task/activity?

(Tick all applicable boxes)
	
	

	Compass employees/Agency staff
	
	
	

	Customers / Client staff
	
	
	

	Visitors / Members of the Public
	
	
	

	Maintenance personnel
	
	
	

	Delivery personnel
	
	
	

	Other (specify below)


	
	
	

	IMPORTANT - This risk assessment should be reviewed every 3 years, or whenever there is a significant change in the task or activity and following any accident or incident involving this task or activity. This risk assessment must be retained for a period of 6 years.
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