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COMPASS GROUP UK & IRELAND – RISK ASSESSMENT


	Ref. COM 16
	Task/Activity: Vacuuming & Suction Cleaning
	Assessment date:

	Unit No:
	Unit name/location:
	Assessed by:

	Hazard
	Safety Risk
	Safe System of Work / Control Measures

	Electrical hazards

Wet floors

Trailing cables

Manual handling hazards
Equipment used in this site is:


	Electric shock

Slips, trips and falls

Back and muscle strains
	· Employees to be trained in the use of vacuum cleaners and in correct cleaning method.

· Follow manufacturer’s user instructions, where these are available.

· Vacuum cleaners to be maintained by competent persons and in accordance with manufacturer’s guidance where available. 

· Ensure all spillages cleaned up prior to vacuuming (unless using a specific wet and dry vacuum cleaner)

· Provision and use of nearest electric power sockets to reduce length of trailing cables and to minimise the use of extension leads. Cables to be placed as close to edge of room as possible to reduce tripping hazards. Particular care must be taken when using equipment on stairs.

· Ensure no strain placed on the cable and connections.

· Erect suitably located warning signs/barriers as appropriate to warn or prevent unauthorised access when vacuuming in progress. Additional cleaning signs will be required for staircases. 
· Floor cleaning carried out at a time when least number of people likely to use the area.
· Return equipment to designated storage location after use, clean thoroughly and store correctly.
· Disconnect from mains electrical supply when cleaning the appliance, changing the dust bag or maintaining filters.

· Implement the Safe System of Work/Control Measures in the Electrical Safety Risk Assessment, Ref. MAN 05, including regular PAT safety testing and the manual handling safety precautions.




	Who may be affected by the task/activity?

(Tick all applicable boxes)
	
	

	Compass employees/Agency staff
	
	
	

	Customers / Client staff
	
	
	

	Visitors / Members of the Public
	
	
	

	Maintenance personnel
	
	
	

	Delivery personnel
	
	
	

	Other (specify below)


	
	
	

	IMPORTANT - This risk assessment should be reviewed every 3 years, or whenever there is a significant change in the task or activity and following any accident or incident involving this task or activity. This risk assessment must be retained for a period of 6 years.
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    FOLLOW RULES - SPEAK OUT - BE MINDFUL - GET INVOLVED

