
Internal 

Compass Group Confined Spaces Categorisation 

Category 1 Confined Space 
A Confined Space where there is a ‘negligible’ risk of injury or damage from any of the 
‘specified risks’ within the space, the immediate area of the space  or from the works being 
performed within the space. These would generally  be Confined Spaces where Access and 
Egress does not require the use of access equipment.  

Minimum Required Personnel: 1 Entry Operative 

Category 2 Confined Space 
A Confined Space where there is a ‘low’ risk of injury or damage from any of the ‘specified 
risks’ within the space, the immediate area of the space or from the works being performed 
within the space. These would generally be Confined Spaces where Access and Egress 
does require the use of access equipment, but where the entry team remain insight of the 
“Entry Controller”. 

Minimum Required Personnel: 1 Entry Controller, 1 Entry Operative 
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Category 3 Confined Space 
A Confined Space where there is a ‘potential’ risk of injury or damage from any of the 
‘specified risks’ within the space, the immediate area of the space or from the works being 
performed within the space. These would generally be Confined Spaces where Access and 
Egress does require the use of access equipment and where the entry team will leave the 
sight of the “Entry Controller”. 

Minimum Required Personnel: 1 Entry Controller, 2 Entry Operatives 

Category 4 Confined Space 
A confined space where there is a ‘known’ risk of injury or damage from any of the ‘specified 
risks’ within the space, the immediate area of the space or  from the works being performed 
within the space. These would generally be  Confined Spaces where Access and Egress 

does require the use of access equipment and where the entry team will leave the sight of 
the “Entry Controller”, (as per Category 3) and where there is an increased risk of injury. 

Minimum Required Personnel: 1 Entry Controller, 2 Entry Operatives, Rescue Team 
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