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Emergency Lighting Logbook

The provision and maintenance of Emergency Lighting is a statutory requirement under Part 2, Section 14 of the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005. British Standards BS 5266:2025 and BS EN 50172:2024 are not legal requirements, but have been produced to provide guidance on how to comply with the statutory requirements.
Copies of BS 5266:2025 and BS EN 50172:2024 are held in this folder, but the main requirements within BS EN 50172:2024 with regards to Emergency Light Testing are listed below:

7.2 Logbook (Reporting)

A logbook shall be kept to document the periodic checks, tests, faults and subsequent changes made to the emergency lighting system.

The logbook may be in a hardcopy or electronic format. The logbook may include results from automatic test system, as far as applicable. Electronic formats shall be readily accessible and shall remain recognisable.

The logbook shall be used to record at least the following information:

a) date of commissioning of the system 

b) date and brief details of each service, checks or test carried out, including but not limited to the verifications according to 7.3 and 7.4;

c) dates and brief details of any defects and corrective actions taken;

d) date and brief details of any subsequent change or alteration to the emergency escape lighting installation;

The Logbook should also identify the persons performing any of the items a) to d)


7.3 Initial Verification

The initial verification consists of operations that allow checks of the correct function of the system and compliance with the lighting design requirements. Initial verification of the emergency escape lighting system shall include at least the following tests and/or measurements:

a) Initial verification of the emergency escape lighting system according to HD 60364-6:2016, 6.4 as far as the emergency escape lighting system is concerned; in particular, when carrying out the visual inspection according to HD 60364-6:2016, 6.4.2 it shall ensure that:

· all devices of the emergency escape lighting system are in accordance with the design, including the size of safety signs in relation to viewing distances;
· all emergency luminaires and externally illuminated safety signs are correctly located and orientated, clean and functioning correctly;

· emergency luminaires and externally illuminated safety signs are correctly located and orientated I accordance with the hand over documentation.

b) The emergency mode of each emergency luminaire shall be activated by simulating a failure of the supply to the normal lighting for the system duration.

All emergency lighting luminaires and externally illuminated safety signs shall be checked to ensure that they are present and functioning correctly.

At the end of the full system duration test, the supply to the normal lighting shall be restored and any indicator shall be checked to verify that it is showing that the normal supply has been restored.

If an automatic test system is used, the status of the indicator(s) or remote displays shall be checked to verify correct operation.

c) For central safety power supply systems, additionally the correct operation of the system monitors shall be checked.

d) Emergency luminaires and externally illuminated safety signs shall be checked to verify that they are undamaged and that their intended function is not impaired due to the presence of dirt or dust or visible material degradation.

e) Verification of the correct operation of the inhibition mode and rest mode of emergency luminaires, where applicable.

f) Verification of the absence of obstacles of any nature that could compromise the effectiveness and visibility of safety signs; verification of the integrity and legibility of the internally illuminated safety signs and the absence of obstacles between externally illuminated safety signs and the corresponding emergency luminaire.

g) Photometric requirements according to EN 1838shall be checked in order to verify the corresponding luminous requirements.


7.4 Periodic inspection and testing

Because of the possibility of a failure of the supply to the normal lighting occurring shortly after a period of testing of the emergency escape lighting system or during the subsequent recharge period, all system duration tests shall wherever possible be undertaken preceding time of low risk to allow for battery recharge. Alternatively, suitable temporary arrangements shall be made until the batteries have recharged.

7.4.2 Daily inspection

Status indicators of central safety power supply systems shall be visually inspected for correct operation.

Central monitoring and daily verification is also recommended for systems with self-contained emergency luminaires.




7.4.3 Monthly inspection and testing

Additionally, to 7.4.2, the following rests and inspections shall be carried out:

a) The emergency mode of each emergency luminaire shall be activated by simulating a failure of the supply to the normal lighting. The period shall be long enough to ensure that each light source illuminated.

All emergency luminaires and externally illuminated safety signs shall be checked to ensure they are present and functioning correctly.

At the end of the test period, the supply to the normal lighting shall be restored and any indicator shall be checked to verify that it is showing that the normal supply has been restored.

If an automatic test system is used, the requirements of item a) are deemed to be fulfilled by checking the status of the indicator(s) or remote displays. 

b) Correct operation of system monitors shall be checked.

The date of the test and its results shall be recorded in the logbook kept for the system.


7.2.4 Annual verification

Inspections and tests according to 7.3 (Initial verification) b) to f) shall be carried out.

The date of the annual verification and its results shall be recorded in the logbook kept for the system.
	

7.2.5 Five-year verification

Additionally, to 7.4.4, illuminance measurements shall be performed once every five years in order to verify the corresponding luminous requirements according to EN 1838.
	

Further details of these requirements can be found in file copy of BS EN 50172:2024.

This folder forms part of the Logbook as required under Section 7.2 and contains the Testing Procedure for the system, Skilled and Competent Persons Register, Test Schedule and Record Sheets, System Drawings and copies of BS 5266:2025 and BS EN 50172:2024.
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